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Middle Class in Syria
Ihab Shibly Hamed

Abstract

The middle class, in any society, plays a very critical role to protect and enhance social,
political, and economic stability. It is located in the middle of social pyramid and considered
as an important indicator of a healthy social and economic structure in society.

Researchers and intellectuals have been concerned with the reflection of the middle class role
on the society and its' role played in development and modernization. They have agreed upon
the idea that whenever the size of the middle class becomes wider, the indicator of good
livelihood becomes higher. In this context, the report of ESCWA (Social and Economic
Committee of Western Asia) "Arab Middle Class: Measurement and role in driving change”
(2014) concludes that empowering middle class paves the way for solving the Arab region’s
current developmental crisis. The report also indicates that middle class is shrinking in the
Arab region within the social pyramid. It also concludes that the size of middle class is
negatively and intensively affected by social disturbances.

The research focuses on studying the middle class, the historical and theoretical framework of
the concept. It also focuses on how political science, sociology and economics define middle
class, and how middle class is developed in the Arab states after the so-called Arab Spring
and its accompanied events. The research sheds light on Syria as a case study to discover how
the war on Syria, economic policies and administrative corruption led to a much-shrunk
middle class. The study is concerned with how the middle class developed historically in
Syria and its current situation, in addition to its future expected roles. It tries to study these
issues by raising and answering the research questions.

The study reaches specific results and recommendations.
The study keywords: Class, Middle class. Social Pyramid.
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