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Abstract:

This study aims to study small, medium and micro enterprises in terms of their
definition, characteristics, and their role in economic development in general,
and the study in particular dealt with the status of those enterprises in Syrian
Arab Republic and their role in advancing economic development, the nature of
the challenges they face, as well as Syrian efforts to confront those challenges.
The study reached a number of results, the most important of which are:

— There was no agreement on a unified definition for small, medium and micro
enterprises due to the different criteria used in the definition.

— Small projects contribute greatly to economic development in most countries
of the world, given that they are a source of youth employment, income
generation and poverty reduction, as well as contributing to enhancing
economic growth rates by contributing to the creation of the gross domestic
product. Micro, small, and medium enterprises in Syria constitute an
Important percentage of the private business sector in Syria, especially in
light of the crisis that Syria has gone through, as this percentage rises to
exceed 95% of the private sector establishments.

— There are many challenges facing small enterprises in Syria, though the most
prominent of them is the problem of obtaining finance, internal and external
marketing, as well as a lack of technical and technological support and
interconnection with major projects.

The study recommended the need for the government to encourage these projects
as a priority in its economic strategy, and to issue a comprehensive and integrated
legislation that regulates the micro, small and medium enterprises sector and
encourages their development, relying mainly on direct support from the state,
including financial and technical support, training, marketing, and protection
from bankruptcy.

Keywords: small, medium and micro enterprises, economic development, gross
domestic product, employment, legislative framework governing small and
medium enterprises.
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