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Abstract

This study aims to analyze the reforms implemented in the Jordanian banking sector
with the assistance of the International Monetary Fund (IMF) during the period 2000-
2024 and to assess the extent to which these reforms can be applied in Syria. The
study adopts a descriptive—analytical methodology, relying on official data and reports
covering the periods (Jordan: 2000-2024, Syria: 2018-2023).

To achieve the study objectives, the research examines Jordan’s reform program,
evaluates its impact on banking and economic performance, and derives practical
lessons from this experience. The study also investigates the current state of the
Syrian banking sector, in addition to developing a future scenario for the years 2025—

2030 to estimate the potential effects of adopting similar reforms in Syria.

The findings shows that although the reforms in Jordan improved banking
performance, their long—term impact on the macroeconomy remained limited, as public
debt continued to rise and economic growth weakened during crises. In Syria, the
results indicate weak implementation of governance and regulatory frameworks, limited
deposits and credit facilities, high non—performing loans, and declining investment and
reserves—reflecting the fragility in the banking sector.

The study recommends adopting comprehensive banking reforms in Syria inspired by
the Jordanian experience, including strengthening governance and supervision,
implementing international standards, establishing a deposit insurance corporation,
enhancing the investment environment, and issuing privatization and restructuring
laws. It emphasizes the importance of benefiting from the Jordanian model without
excessive reliance on external borrowing, in a manner that supports sustainable long-

term economic growth.

Keywords
Financial and banking sector reform; International Monetary Fund (IMF); banking
governance; privatization; deposit insurance corporation; Jordanian experience; Syrian

banking sector; economic growth.
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